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uncle the Earl of Leicester, and to his friend Sir
Thomas Cecil, Lord Burghley's son.*

Thus it is clear that early in 1583, he being then
in his twenty-ninth year and having already waited
long enough for important service under the Crown
and on behalf of the State, Sidney's merits as some-
thing more than a courtier were at length beginning
to be recognised, and his wishes to be somewhat
gratified. This advancement he doubtless owed in
part to the efforts of his influential friends in Eliza-
beth's Council, one of whom in particular had a spe-
cial reason for helping him.

In a short letter that he wrote from Wilton to Sir
Francis Walsingham as far back as the i/th of De-
cember, 1581, Sidney said: "The country affords
no other stuff for letters but humble salutations,
which humbly and heartily I' send to yourself, my
good lady, and my exceeding like to be good
friend." The " exceeding like to be good friend," it
is reasonable to assume, was Frances Walsingham,
the Secretary's daughter, whom Philip must have
known from her early childhood, and who was at that
time about fourteen years of age, old enough to be
thought of as a future wife for some one.f But we
have no certain knowledge that she was thought of
as a wife for Sidney before the commencement of

1583.
A letter from Sir Henry Sidney to Walsingham,

* State Papers, Elizabeth, Domestic, vol. cxli., No. 52.

f There is no record of her birth, but this was probably in 1567, as
Sir Francis Walsingham married Ursula, the widow of Sir Robert
Worsley, in or near July, 1566.